Staff Council - January 9, 2002 Minutes

Minutes of January 9, 2002 meeting
2:30 p.m., Room 404 A/B Union

PRESENT:
Dennis Bullard, Joni Camp, Nina Cheshier, Shirley Fisher, Earlene Foster, Mary Harrington, Melissa Hudson, Sam
Johnson, Buddy Kahler, Denise Knighton, Shannon Lovejoy, Lynn Mills, Michele Mize, Conny Parham, Jean Pinion,
Dave Sagaser, Tony Seaman, Mark Shows, Doug Stuart, Karen Tuttle, Rosa Vance, Sherry Wall, Jeannette Wells,
Amanda Wood
EXCUSED:
Betty Brown, Shellie Harrison, Dino Johnson, Regina Jordan, Anne Klingen, Jonnie Manning
Meeting was called to order. Dr. Don Cole, Associate Dean, Graduate School was guest speaker for today. Dr. Cole is
also the Associate Provost for Multi-Cultural Affairs and Assistant Professor of Math here at the University of
Mississippi.

GUEST SPEAKER:
Dr. Cole discussed the reasons for the popularity and success of the Graduate School.
In the 90's, the peak year was 1995. However, when the economy is up, enrollment is traditionally down. When
the economy is slow, enrollment traditionally increases. We saw this effect from a high enrollment in 1995 then
a slow decline until 2000. The economy is slowing, and we are now seeing a trend of increased enrollment.
The women out-numbered the men in graduate school. However, more men earned their degrees.
Students are attracted to the University of Mississippi because of the location and beauty of the campus and
because of the large number of distinguished Professors that teach here at Ole Miss.
Enrollment shows that Physical Science has the highest number of minorities.
States such as Tennessee, Alabama, and Florida have some of the highest percentages of enrollment for graduate
school, due to the population of those states.
President Buddy Kahler thanked Dr. Cole for the information he shared with us.

MINUTES:
December Minutes were approved unanimously.
Treasurers Report was approved unanimously.

NOTES OF APPRECIATION:
Buddy Kahler gave special thanks to Joni Camp, her crew and to Aramark for the Exam Breakfast in December
2001. It was a success. More than 600 students were served.
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Buddy Kahler also thanked the Chancellor and Vice Chancellors and other administrators who were instrumental
in getting the pay increases for the latest round of EEO Categories.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Melissa Hudson, Chair of the Staff Textbook Scholarship, announced that the $5000 fund approved by
Chancellor Khayat was a great success. All allocated funds were given out in staff book scholarships. Vouchers
may be picked up at the Government Section of the J. D. Williams Library. For more information on the
Textbook Scholarship, contact Melissa Hudson at 915-5859 or mhudson@olemiss.edu.
Buddy Kahler and Tony Seaman will attend the MASCO Quarterly Meeting in Jackson on January 10, 2002.
Buddy and Tony attended the meeting held in December 2001 with Governor Musgrove. The Governor
discussed his plans and ideas about his State Employee Health Insurance proposal to use tobacco funds to jumpstart the program.
The current budget includes a proposed raise for state employees of 2% effective January 2003.
The Legislators are reluctant to use tobacco funds, and Governor Musgrove is trying to muster support to
sell his ideas to the Legislature in proposing the use of tobacco money for health insurance. If the
Governor can convince the Legislature to use the money for health insurance, then the Federal
Government will match funds up to 3 times the amount contributed by the State.

STANDING COMMITTEES:
Intercollegiate Athletics Standing University Committee met in December 2001. Joni Camp said that the
Committee gave praise to Coach Cutcliff and his team for their positive attitude about not competing in a bowl
game this year. Coach Cutcliff said that we should all look at the positive side of this, and that we use this time
to recruit new athletes.
All Standing Committees should meet at least once a month. The first person on the committees list should
contact their members to have a meeting scheduled.

Meeting was adjourned.
/s/Buddy Kahler, President
/s/Tony Seaman, President-Elect
/s/Amanda Wood, Secretary
Staff Council e-mail address: staffcouncil@olemiss.edu
Staff Council Homepage: http://www.olemiss.edu/orgs/staff_council/
If you are interested in joining the Staff Listserv, please visit the Staff Council Homepage or talk to a Staff Council
Representative or send an e-mail message to Majordomo@listserv.olemiss.edu with the words "subscribe staff" in the
body of the e-mail message.
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